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NEXT MEETING SET FOR 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015 

 
The next meeting of the Ocala Camellia Society will be 
on Thursday, December 3, 2015, at the Coldwell 
Banker/Ellison Realty Building at 2226 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd. in Ocala.   
 
The special holiday meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m., 
and you will want to get there on time since it’s the 
annual Holiday Potluck dinner.  Meat and beverages 
will be supplied, so bring a side dish or a dessert. 
 
Our guest speaker is Jo Leyte-Vidal.  Jo is a retired 
high school science teacher and coordinator with 37 
years of service.  She is a resident of Marion County 
for 43 years, a Master Gardener for 12 years, and a 
professional landscape painter.  Jo humorously 
considers herself an “obsessive compulsive” organic 
gardener who maintains a 50’ by 50’ vegetable 
garden, and has a passion for the study of soils. 
  
The meeting will conclude with a plant auction and 
raffle to benefit the Ocala Camellia Society.  Please 
bring any plants or other items you would like to 
donate for the auction to the meeting. 
 
See you there! 
 
 

NEED FOR SHOW AWARD SPONSORS! 
 
Giving awards for winning blooms at our annual 
camellia show is very expensive, and each year 
we appeal to our members to give generously to 
sponsor awards so the club doesn’t have to foot 
the entire bill.  We will have a sign-up sheet at 
the upcoming meeting, and I encourage you to 
sponsor at least one award, if not more.  Each 
award is $20. 
 
We will also have sign-up sheets for other chores 
at the show, including set-up, tear-down, 
placement, clerking for the judges, and being 
there during the show to answer questions.  I 
encourage all of our members to participate.  
You’ll have fun, and you’ll learn a lot! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Patrick Andrews, President 
 

Merry Christmas everyone! 
 

What a great time of year.  The outdoor 
temperature has cooled a little, and many of our 
camellias have started to bloom.  They sure 
would benefit from some much-needed rain, 
though. 
 

Bob Weidman and I just finished planting over 
130 camellias in our newest camellia bed.   It’s 
getting harder to find areas to plant, but there 
always seems to be that perfect place to plant 
more.  This last garden took a year to prepare, as 
we had to get help clearing it, and then we had 
to clear it of weeds and vines. 
 

Check out the camellia plants we’re bringing to 
this month’s meeting for the auction.  One 
camellia we have been asked about many times 
in the past is Mrs. D. W. Davis Descanso, so we 
are bringing one as this month’s raffle plant.  This 
flower is a sport of Mrs. D. W. Davis that was 
discovered at Descanso Gardens in southern 
California. 
 

The meeting this month is our annual holiday 
potluck dinner, and I can’t wait to taste all the 
wonderful dishes that our members bring.  The 
club is providing meat, so we just have to bring 
side dishes and desserts. 
 

Please bring flowers if you have any to share at 
the meeting.  It’s a great way for others to learn 
about flowers they may not have. 
 

I look forward to seeing you next Thursday night! 
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Minutes from November 5, 2015 Ocala Camellia Society meeting 

Marge Hendon, Secretary 
 
 
The meeting began promptly at 7:00.  
 
The treasurer’s report was read.  
 
The Gordy estate sale was discussed.  We will probably not be able to tour the property, unless we are at the sale or at 
the home during an open house. 
 
Pioneer Garden club will have designs at the camellia show in January, but they will not be judged. 
Zlata Sabo has sent membership and meeting information to the papers. 
 
If OCS has plants left over from our show, Laura Perdomo will sell them at the farmers’ market on the square.  Prior to 
our show, she will inform the public of membership, our meeting time and place, and our show.  Laura needs to send 
updated membership list to Patrick. 
 
In October, Silver Springs State Park found John and Susan Dunn cleaning out the camellia garden for the upcoming talk 
on camellias.  The program was not well attended by the public, even though Bob, Patrick, Susan, and Marge were 
ready to share their blooms and knowledge. 
 
We need to work on language for a SSSP camellia garden interpretive panel.  The panel can have three hundred words 
or less.  OCS will purchase the frame material and a couple of benches for the camellia garden.  If members would like 
to go to SSSP to work in the gardens, just let the gate know that you are there to work. 
 
Jill Reed made the motion to buy a brick at Wilmot gardens in Gainesville, seconded by Zlata. The motion was passed.  
Jill will take care of the details. 
 
New Business: 
 
Jan. 10 there will be a workshop at Silver Springs. 
 
We will try to win the ACS membership table contest again this year, at our show. 
 
Joe Sabo, our evening’s speaker, taught us all how to relocate camellia bushes.  He made it look so easy. 
Patrick gave a big “thank you” to those who brought refreshments.  All are to bring a covered dish for the holiday meal 
in December. 
 
Auction concluded the evening. 
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December 2015 Treasurer’s Report 

Laura Perdomo, Treasurer 
 
 

December 2015 Treasurer's Report 
      Laura Perdomo 
      Starting Balance: $5819.89 
      Reporting on what happened at the November meeting  
      Read at the meeting in December 
      

       
Description  In  Out 

Check 
Number 

   From November Meeting:   
     Plant Auction  $    76.00  
     Plant Raffle  $    15.00  
     Wilmot Gardens 

 
$100.00 

    Club plants sold by Bob and Patrick  $  270.00  
     Totals   $  361.00  $100.00 

          
    Ending Balance: $6080.89     
          
  

    

Auction: 
      Imagination   $    13.00    

    Elegans Splendor  $    19.00    
    Bobbie Fain   $    19.00    
    Adalyn   $    10.00    
    Satsuma Kurenai  $    15.00  

     Total   $    76.00  
     

       Raffle:     
     Grape Soda  $    15.00  
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CAMELLIAS IN THIS MONTH’S AUCTION 
 

MRS. D.W. DAVIS DESCANSO (raffle) 

 

 
 

 
         

      HENRY E. HUNTINGTON                         NIGHTFALL 
 
 

            
 

          

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjBn46v37XJAhXJRiYKHbWBCsEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pensacolacamelliaclub.com%2F2014show.html&psig=AFQjCNHNjCviH50h8LXEXKVy57jJSoCkMg&ust=1448890161315201
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwif5ryW4LXJAhXJMSYKHVw7AcAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdavesgarden.com%2Fguides%2Fpf%2Fshowimage%2F384703%2F&bvm=bv.108194040,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNH4C9_56nSckxx0cI3xApF6-DwSng&ust=1448890575743738
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj2y8yu4LXJAhXGOCYKHYiIC8EQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americancamellias.com%2Fcare-culture-resources%2Fcamellia-cultivars-registered-by-the-acs%2Fcamellia-varieties-registered-in-2013&bvm=bv.108194040,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHqd4Tj4Xwe5sOkIP2rVxjeeqT1ow&ust=1448890632479943
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MORE AUCTION PLANTS 
 

              JUNIOR PROM                               BETTY RIDLEY VAR. 

 

        

                                 
 

                  DEEP SECRET                            HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
 
 

             

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYnb-g4bXJAhUGQyYKHd_iB8IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pensacolacamelliaclub.com%2F2010show.html&psig=AFQjCNG1AY87CF_b3Ir5-hzn0LuKjxplNg&ust=1448890855105606
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwilnMbl4bXJAhUKSyYKHetlBMEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.camelliaglen.com.au%2Fcamellias%2Flisting%2F&psig=AFQjCNGgwFasO5RJgXD7ZR0Bh1Ohr5yqVQ&ust=1448891018523206
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCp6vN4rXJAhXBQSYKHUmNCcIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjimscamellias.co.uk%2Fpage6.htm&psig=AFQjCNF6n5iUdW5xkUiix-JzI6PtVZ5l4w&ust=1448891146217882
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwil7ars4rXJAhUC4SYKHXM2D8EQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.camelliagrove.com.au%2Fhappy_holidays.php&psig=AFQjCNHGj-JUC0Ltk-_U1gjPN-nEWsIAIQ&ust=1448891298889041
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IN MEMORY OF LILLIAN GORDY 

 

The name of this beautiful flower is “Lillian Gordy.”  Lillian passed away this year before she was able to 

register it with the American Camellia Society, but members of the Ocala Camellia Society will make sure it is 

registered according to her wishes.  Lillian was waiting one more year to make sure the blooms are consistent, 

and this season fulfills this ACS requirement.  There is no more fitting bloom than this to name in Lillian’s 

honor.  She was a wonderful, gracious Southern lady, and she will live on in our memories through this flower.  

“Lillian Gordy” is a very early bloomer, starting at the end of September/beginning of October, and continuing 

on into December and January.  It blooms even earlier than her previously registered “Early Autumn,” which 

has taken the camellia world by storm.  This flower is not yet available, but will hopefully be available soon. 
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CAMELLIA CULTURE – WINTER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANTING: This is the best time of year to plant camellias.  

They are dormant now, so they won't be putting on leaf 

growth.  The roots, however, will continue to grow all winter.  

You may want to add a little Super Triple Phosphate fertilizer 

to the hole when planting, but don't overdo it.  This fertilize 

promotes root growth but not leaf growth.  Be sure to plant 

them above the soil level to allow for settling.  Never plant a 

camellia at a level lower than it is growing in the pot. Keep 

newly planted camellias well watered. 

 

WATERING:  Watering is critical in November and 

December, since these can be very dry months.  It is very 

important to water regularly during any dry periods.  

Camellias should receive a deep watering (1 inch) once a 

week.  This is true year-round, but is more crucial during dry 

periods. 

 

SPRAYING: Spider mites and scale insects can still be a 

problem at this time a year, so keep a close eye out for them.  

Spider mites cause the leaf to appear bronze, particularly along 

the central rib, and can ruin the look of the foliage.   

 

(Continued in the next column) 

 

Scale insects can be seen on the lower surface of leaves and 

result in yellowing and dropping of the leaves.  You can  

spray with chemicals such as Orthene to control mites, but a  

better, more environmentally friendly solution would be to 

spray with insecticidal oil (such as Ultra Fine or Ultra Pure).  

These oils kill mites and scales but be sure to coat both sides 

of the leaves, and do not spray during hot temperatures.  

Check with local camellia growers for other spraying tips 

and to find out what they spray with to control these insects. 
 

GIBBING:  You can still gib blooms to make sure you have 

blooms to enter into specific shows this winter.  Gibbing is 

the process of removing the growth bud next to a flower bud 

and filling the "cup" with a drop of gibberellic acid.  This 

causes the remaining flower bud to swell and bloom much 

earlier than it normally would, and in most cases the flower 

is much larger.  Be sure not to gib more than one or two 

buds on small bushes, if at all.  You can order a gib on the 

web; just Google Progibb. 
 

DISBUDDING:  Continue disbudding if you find more than 

one bud at the tips of branches to ensure that the remaining 

bud will open larger and more beautiful. 

 

UPCOMING ACS COOPERATIVE SHOWS AND EVENTS IN 2015-2016 
 

PENSACOLA, FL, Pensacola Camellia Club, 12/12/2015, at First Presbyterian Church of Pensacola, 33 E. Gregory Street, 
Skip Vogelsang, (850) 438-3790, lbv3rd@gmail.com 
 

GAINESVILLE, FL, Gainesville Camellia Society, 1/9-10/2016, at Kanapaha Botanical Gardens, 4700 Southwest 58th Drive, 
Irma Velez, idvelez@cox.net 
 

TALLAHASSEE, FL, Camellia & Garden Club of Tallahassee, 1/9/2016, National Camellia Show, at Doyle Connor Ad- 
ministration Building, 3125 Connor Boulevard, Randolph Maphis, (850) 878-3872, crmaphis@comcast.net 
 

WINTER PARK, FL, Camellia Society of Central Florida, 1/16/2016, at Mead Gardens, 1500 South Denning Drive, Katie 
Wollam, (352) 227-8011, kwollam@gmail.com 
 

ACS NATIONAL CONVENTION, CHARLESTON, SC, Coastal Carolina Camellia Society, 1/19-23/2016, Francis Marion Hotel,  
Miles Beach, (843) 345-3453, milesbeach@comcast.net 
 

OCALA, FL, Ocala Camellia Society, 1/30/2016, at Ocala Golf Club, 3130 E. Silver Springs Blvd, Patrick Andrews, 352-595-
3365, patrickandrews@att.net 
 

QUITMAN, GA, Quitman Garden Club, 2/6-7/2016, at Brooks County Extension Office, 400 East Courtland Avenue, 
Nancibeth Shealy, (229) 263-8661, nursenbs@windstream.net 
 

mailto:lbv3rd@gmail.com
mailto:idvelez@cox.net
mailto:crmaphis@comcast.net
mailto:kwollam@gmail.com
mailto:milesbeach@comcast.net
mailto:patrickandrews@att.net
mailto:nursenbs@windstream.net
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OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

The officers of the Executive Committee of the Ocala 
Camellia Society for 2015-2016 are: 
 
President:     Patrick Andrews, 352-595-3365 
 
Vice-President:  Jill Reed, 352-591-4343 
 
Secretary:     Marge Hendon, 352-625-3510 
 
Treasurer:     Laura Perdomo, 352-625-6467 
 
Directors:     Madeline Braisted, 352-854-6500 
        Charlotte Bunyan, 352-624-3022 
    Susan Dunn, 352-694-4461 
    Charles Nichols, 352-694-2973 
        Zlata Sabo, 352-237-5537 
        Bob Weidman, 352-595-3365 
 
 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 

The Ocala Camellia Society meets on the first Thursday 
of each month, September through March, at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Coldwell Banker/Ellison Realty Building located 
at 2226 E. Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, Marion County, 
Florida. Members, friends, and interested gardeners 
from the general public are invited to attend.  Members 
are encouraged to bring friends. 
 
      December 3, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
 

      January 7, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
 

      January 30, 2016, Ocala Golf Club  
  (Note that the show is one week later than 
  usual to avoid a conflict with the ACS 
  Convention in Charleston) 
 

      February 4, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
 

      March 3, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015-2016 
 
The Ocala Camellia Society is a local society, affiliated with the American Camellia Society, whose 
members meet the first Thursday night of the month, September through March, and presents an annual 
camellia show during January.  The monthly meetings are devoted to various cultural aspects of camellias.  
Annual dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for couples.  Dues are collected in September for the 
camellia season.  Please complete the application below for membership in the Ocala Camellia Society. 
 
OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 Single Membership    (   )   $10.00 
 Couple Membership   (   )   $15.00 
 Corporate Membership   (   )   $50.00 
 
 Total Enclosed               $___________                   
 

Date of Application  _________________________ 

Name:   Mr. ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Ms./Mrs.  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _________________ Zip Code _________ 

Telephone Number:  Home  (    )     -               Cell  (    )     -              

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

    
Please make your check payable to OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY and send to:  Laura Perdomo, Treasurer, 
Ocala Camellia Society, 11960 NE 52nd Place Road Silver Springs, FL 34488. 
 



 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 
 
Patrick Andrews, Editor       HAPPY THANKSGIVING!               November 2015                 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING SET FOR 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2015 

 
 

The next meeting of the Ocala Camellia Society 
will be on Thursday, November 5, 2015, at the 
Coldwell Banker/Ellison Realty Building at 2226 E. 
Silver Springs Blvd. in Ocala.  
 
Refreshments will be served at 6:30 and will be 
provided by Doug and JoAnn Good.  The meeting 
will begin at 7:00.   
 
Jill Reed has arranged for OCS member Joe Sabo 
to speak to us about his experience in growing 
camellias in difficult growing conditions, such as 
clay and wet soils, in and out of the sun.  Joe has 
many years of experience and is a master 
camellia grower.  He will undoubtedly have a lot 
of information that will be useful to all of us.  If 
you have been wanting advice on growing 
camellias, this is your program. 
 
Plan to be at the meeting on Thursday and give 
Joe a big welcome.  As usual, the meeting will end 
with a plant auction to benefit the Ocala Camellia 
Society and help defray the cost of the annual 
camellia show.  See page two of this newsletter 
for pictures of the plants that will be auctioned.  
If you have any items you want to donate for the 
auction, by all means bring them in.  Someone 
may want to do their Christmas shopping at the 
meeting. 
 

REMINDER 
 
Because the American Camellia Society Annual 
Convention is being held on our usual show date 
(fourth weekend in January), our January camellia 
show will be on Saturday, January 30, 2015. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Patrick Andrews, President 
 
Ahhhh.  Cooler weather.  It sure makes working 
out in the camellias a lot more pleasant!  I have 
to admit that I haven’t done as much work with 
them this year as in other years, as work has kept 
me way too busy.  I do disbud plants as I walk 
through the garden, though, and make a mental 
note of which branches need to come off once 
flowering is over. 
 
I love this time of year, too, because you start 
seeing familiar faces and hearing familiar voices 
as people start talking about their gardens and 
flowers.  Old and new friends get reacquainted at 
camellia shows, camellia meetings, and garden 
visits. 
 
I would like to encourage all of our members to 
attend at least part of the American Camellia 
Society annual convention in Charleston, South 
Carolina, from January 19 through the 23rd.  They 
have lined up a lot of excursions and garden 
visits, including two plantations, the old garden of 
Parker Conner (who always gave the Gordys a run 
for their money at camellia shows), and the tea 
(Camellia sinensis) plantation near Charleston.  
To top it all off, the hotel they have chosen is an 
outstanding “boutique” hotel – the Francis 
Marion Hotel – within walking distance of most of 
the old part of Charleston.  You can get all of the 
information, including registration forms, on the 
American Camellia Society web site. 
 
See you at the upcoming meeting! 
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CAMELLIAS IN THIS MONTH’S AUCTION 
 

          GRAPE SODA (raffle)                   ELEGANS SPLENDOR 

                                                        
         

              IMAGINATION                                 BOBBIE FAIN 
 

                                 
 

         SATSUMA KURENAI                               ADALYN 
 

                   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNCv4r3o5cgCFcU7iAodYSYG_w&url=http://www.camforest.com/Grape_Soda_p/c-grape3g.htm&psig=AFQjCNFAXsj0YTnng0xJWEvTg1nBVPceWQ&ust=1446144030523208
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPungJTp5cgCFYOjiAodfl4Kmw&url=http://www.camelliasrus.com.au/advice.htm&psig=AFQjCNFVysiAHBKQuTIKpACqk42ql-k4XQ&ust=1446144211276648
http://cdn3.bigcommerce.com/s-hw4j0w/products/81/images/435/Bobbie_Fain_PC016853__90899.1441142119.1280.1280.JPG?c=2
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOq1ncfq5cgCFZMpiAodUhcDvw&url=http://www.greennurseries.com/page11.php&psig=AFQjCNGKy5HKm8sv5b6qJt-DKAlQKVCmow&ust=1446144589968241
http://camelliashop.com/adalyn-gallon-pot/
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CAMELLIA CULTURE – LATE SUMMER AND EARLY FALL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DISBUDDING:  Disbudding is the process of removing all 

but one bud from the tip of a branch.  You should never 

leave two or more flower buds side by side if you want 

big, beautiful flowers.  Plants have only so much energy 

for each bud, and if there are too many, none of the 

buds may open completely.  You may also want to 

remove interior buds from a branch, as these will also 

take energy from the terminal bud.  Some growers even 

take single buds from some branch tips so the plant's 

energy will be directed to even fewer buds.  If you have 

ever wondered how some growers consistently have 

larger flowers, this is the reason.  Don't be shy about 

removing buds. 

 

GIBBING:  Gibbing is the process of removing the 

growth bud next to a flower bud and filling the "cup" 

with a drop of gibberellic acid.  This causes the 

remaining flower bud to swell and bloom much earlier 

than it normally would, and in most cases the flower is 

much larger.  Start gibbing around Labor Day, and treat 

several buds on large bushes at weekly intervals.  Don't 

gib more than one or two buds on small bushes, if at all.  

You can order a gib on the web; just Google Progibb. 

 

SPRAYING: Spider mites and scale insects are still a 

problem at this time a year, so keep a close eye out for 

them.  Spider mites cause the leaf to appear bronze, 

particularly along the central rib, and can ruin the look 

of the foliage.  Scale insects can be seen on the lower 

surface of leaves and result in yellowing and dropping 

of the leaves.  You can spray with Orthene (or other 

chemical) to control mites.  Insecticidal oil (such as 

Super Fine) kills mites and scales but be sure to coat 

both sides of the leaves, and do not spray during hot 

temperatures.  Check with local camellia growers for 

other spraying tips and to find out what they spray with 

to control these insects. 
 

(continued in the next column) 

COLLECTING AND PLANTING SEEDS:  Some of your 

camellia seeds have probably already matured, but 

you can continue to collect and plant fresh seed 

through September.  Place the seeds immediately in 

moist vermiculite or other soilless mix, and cover with 

plastic wrap until they sprout, at which time you can 

plant them in pots. 

 

PLANTING:  Potted camellias can be planted at any 

time of the year, but remember to water at least 

twice a week.  Be sure to plant them above the soil 

level to allow for settling.  Never plant a camellia at a 

level lower than it is growing in the pot. 

 

WATERING:  It is very important to water regularly 

during any dry periods.  Camellias should receive a 

deep watering (1 inch) once a week.  This is true year-

round, but is more crucial during dry periods. 

 

FERTILIZING:  You probably do not want to fertilize 

after the end of August or very beginning of 

September, as you do not want to encourage plant 

growth at this time of year.  You can use any fertilizer 

up until this time, but if you fertilize after September, 

you should use only a very low nitrogen fertilizer, and 

fertilize lightly.  Be sure to spread the fertilizer out to 

the drip line. 
 

DUES REMINDER 
 
Hopefully you have already paid your dues for the 
2015-2016 year.  If not, you can fill out the 
membership renewal form on page 5 of this 
newsletter and send it with your check to Laura 
Perdomo, Treasurer, at the address on the 
membership form, or pay her at the next meeting.   
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CURRENT LIST OF AVAILABLE PLANTS 
(Contact Bob Weidman if interested in purchasing any before the show) 

                     
 

 

  

 

  

  

JAPONICAS  
 

2   Alba Plena     
1   Amazing Graces     
1   Ann Blair Brown Var.      
1   Betty Foy Sanders      
2   Black Magic    
3   Bob Hope     
2   Brooke      
1   Camille      
1   Campari      
2   Can Can      
1   Carter’s Sunburst     
2   Dick Hardison      
2   Don-Mac.     
1   Early Autumn 

2   Esther Smith  
2   Fran Mathis Var.     
1   Grace Albritton    
2   Herme     
2   Kiku-Toji    
2   Lady Laura     
1   Lauren Tudor      
1   Magic City     
  
 UPCOMING ACS COOPERATIVE SHOWS AND EVENTS IN 2015-2016 

 

BYRON, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 11/14/2015, at Byron Municipal Complex, 401 Main Street, Tommy Alden, 
(478) 825-1337, tommy@countylinenursery.com 
 

VALDOSTA, GA, Valdosta Camellia & Garden Club – NO SHOW THIS YEAR 
 

PENSACOLA, FL, Pensacola Camellia Club, 12/12/2015, at First Presbyterian Church of Pensacola, 33 E. Gregory Street, Skip 
Vogelsang, (850) 438-3790, lbv3rd@gmail.com 
 

GAINESVILLE, FL, Gainesville Camellia Society, 1/9-10/2016, at Kanapaha Botanical Gardens, 4700 Southwest 58th Drive, 
Irma Velez, idvelez@cox.net 
 

TALLAHASSEE, FL, Camellia & Garden Club of Tallahassee, 1/9/2016, National Camellia Show, at Doyle Connor Ad- 
ministration Building, 3125 Connor Boulevard, Randolph Maphis, (850) 878-3872, crmaphis@comcast.net 
 

WINTER PARK, FL, Camellia Society of Central Florida, 1/16/2016, at Mead Gardens, 1500 South Denning Drive, Katie 
Wollam, (352) 227-8011, kwollam@gmail.com 
 

ACS NATIONAL CONVENTION, CHARLESTON, SC, Coastal Carolina Camellia Society, 1/19-23/2016, Francis Marion Hotel,  
Miles Beach, (843) 345-3453, milesbeach@comcast.net 
 

OCALA, FL, Ocala Camellia Society, 1/30/2016, at Ocala Golf Club, 3130 E. Silver Springs Blvd, Patrick Andrews, 352-595-
3365, patrickandrews@att.net 
 

QUITMAN, GA, Quitman Garden Club, 2/6-7/2016, at Brooks County Extension Office, 400 East Courtland Avenue, 
Nancibeth Shealy, (229) 263-8661, nursenbs@windstream.net 

 

2   Man Size     
1   Margaret Davis     
2   Marie Bracey     
3   Mathotiana (Rubra)    
2   Melissa Anne     
1   Miss Bessie Beville     
1   Miss Charleston Var.     
1   Moonlight Bay     
1   Peggy’s Blush      
2   Pink Perfection     
1   Royal Velvet     
1   Royal Velvet Var.      
3   Sea Foam    
1   Springhead Gem  
1   Swan Lake     
1   Takanini      
1   Tama-No-Ura     
1   Tar Baby Var.      
2   Tomorrow Park Hill     
1   Tomorrow’s Dawn Bessie     

1   Tudor Baby      
1   White By The Gate    
1   White Empress     
 

 

RETICULATAS 
 

3   Betty Jean Daugherty      
1   Dr. Clifford Parks     
1   Fanny Louise Maphis      
4   Frank Houser    
3   Frank Houser Var.    
1   Nita McRae      
1   Pleasant Memories      
1   Titletown USA      
1   Sara Paul    
1   Valentine Day    
 
HYBRIDS 
 
2   Blue Danube   
1   Dream Boat    
1   Punkin     
2   Buttons ‘n Bows     
4   Taylor’s Perfection    

 

mailto:tommy@countylinenursery.com
mailto:lbv3rd@gmail.com
mailto:idvelez@cox.net
mailto:crmaphis@comcast.net
mailto:kwollam@gmail.com
mailto:milesbeach@comcast.net
mailto:patrickandrews@att.net
mailto:nursenbs@windstream.net
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OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

The officers of the Executive Committee of the Ocala 
Camellia Society for 2015-2016 are: 
 
President:    Patrick Andrews, 352-595-3365 
 
Vice-President:  Jill Reed, 352-591-4343 
 
Secretary:    Marge Hendon, 352-625-3510 
 
Treasurer:    Laura Perdomo, 352-625-6467 
 
Directors:    Madeline Braisted, 352-854-6500 
       Charlotte Bunyan, 352-624-3022 
   Susan Dunn, 352-694-4461 
   Charles Nichols, 352-694-2973 
       Zlata Sabo, 352-237-5537 
       Bob Weidman, 352-595-3365 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 

The Ocala Camellia Society meets on the first Thursday 
of each month, September through March, at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Coldwell Banker/Ellison Realty Building located 
at 2226 E. Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, Marion County, 
Florida. Members, friends, and interested gardeners 
from the general public are invited to attend.  Members 
are encouraged to bring friends. 
 
      November 5, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      December 3, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      January 7, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
      January 30, 2016, Ocala Golf Club  
  (Note that the show is one week later than 
  usual to avoid a conflict with the ACS 
  Convention in Charleston) 
      February 4, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
      March 3, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015-2016 
 
The Ocala Camellia Society is a local society, affiliated with the American Camellia Society, whose 
members meet the first Thursday night of the month, September through March, and presents an annual 
camellia show during January.  The monthly meetings are devoted to various cultural aspects of camellias.  
Annual dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for couples.  Dues are collected in September for the 
camellia season.  Please complete the application below for membership in the Ocala Camellia Society. 
 
OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 Single Membership    (   )   $10.00 
 Couple Membership   (   )   $15.00 
 Corporate Membership   (   )   $50.00 
 
 Total Enclosed               $___________                   
 
Date of Application  _________________________ 

Name:   Mr. ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Ms./Mrs.  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _________________ Zip Code _________ 

Telephone Number:  Home  (    )     -               Cell  (    )     -              

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

    
Please make your check payable to OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY and send to:  Laura Perdomo, Treasurer, 
Ocala Camellia Society, 11960 NE 52nd Place Road Silver Springs, FL 34488. 
 



 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 

 
Patrick Andrews, Editor                     Happy Halloween!                             OCTOBER 2015                

 
 

 

  
NEXT MEETING SET FOR 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2015 
 
 

The next meeting of the Ocala Camellia 
Society will be on Thursday, October 1, 
2015, at the Coldwell Banker/Ellison 
Realty Building at 2226 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd. in Ocala.  
 
Refreshments will be served at 6:30 and 
will be provided by Jill Fuller, Pat Hamblin, 
and Ann Greenwood (drinks).  The 
meeting will begin at 7:00.   
 
Jill Reed has arranged for another 
fantastic program.  Our speaker for the 
next meeting will be Craig Tisher, 
nephrologist and former dean of the UF 
College of Medicine, who has 
spearheaded the restoration of Wilmot 
Gardens located in the midst of the UF 
Health Center complex in Gainesville.   
Wilmot Gardens was named for Roy 
Wilmot, a founder and the first secretary 
of the American Camellia Society.  The 
Gardens at one time had the largest 
collection of camellias in the US, but fell 
into neglect and were at risk of demolition 
for a new construction site.  Dr. Tisher 
made it his mission to save the garden and 
restore it.  He will tell us about the history 
of Wilmot Gardens, the progress in 
restoration, its emerging involvement in 
patient care, and plans for the future.  
 
Plan to be at the meeting on Thursday and 
give Craig a big welcome.  See you there! 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Patrick Andrews 

 

It’s so exciting to see the camellias starting 
to bloom once again!  More and more of 
the sasanquas are showing color.  The 
sasanquas are often overlooked, with 
people opting for the larger cousins that 
bloom later in the season (japonicas).  This 
is a shame, because sasanquas not only 
put on a fantastic show of color, but they 
are also beautiful landscape plants.  In 
addition, they are great screens and 
hedges. 
 
Some of the japonicas are also showing 
color.  The earliest are Arajishi and Early 
Woodville Red, but Kiku-Toji is not far 
behind.  Right after them will be Early 
Autumn, developed by the late Clarence 
and Lillian Gordy of Ocala, and the newest, 
as yet unregistered, “Lillian Gordy.” 
 
I’m writing this while cruising in the 
Mediterranean.  I’m sad that I won’t be 
able to make it to the meeting, but quickly 
get over that feeling when I look out at 
the sea and dream of what I’ll see at the 
next port. 
 
The talk at the upcoming meeting about 
Wilmot Gardens in Gainesville will be 
fascinating.  If you have not visited this 
garden, plan to do so.  While there aren’t 
as many camellias as there were when Mr. 
Wilmot planted it, they are interspersed 
through the garden.  The garden has a 
new role, which you will hear about at the 
meeting.  Enjoy your camellias! 
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CAMELLIAS IN THIS MONTH’S AUCTION 
 

 

             BEV PIET’S SMILE                   DRAGON FIREBALL 
 

 

 
 

 

 

           BLUE RIDGE SUNSET                       TWILIGHT 
 

 

 
 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPKnnrO28ccCFYkZPgodLLgNyg&url=https://www.americancamellias.com/care-culture-resources/camellia-encyclopedia/camellias-beginning-with-d/dragon-fireball-chinese-longhuozhu&psig=AFQjCNHIwi6P61C_Nn2H8amI-eFOsKHMCA&ust=1442144859183479
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOe5noa38ccCFQFrPgodiwICig&url=https://www.americancamellias.com/care-culture-resources/camellia-cultivars-registered-by-the-acs/camellia-varieties-registered-in-2005&psig=AFQjCNHj83y5aknpCnXk06kAXg6uTmfOxg&ust=1442145035751453
http://www.thirkettlenurseries.co.nz/catalogue/plants.php?rs=rsmv&genus=all&species=all&cultivar=all&colour=White&height=h3
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     CAMELLIA CULTURE -- LATE 
 
 
DISBUDDING:  Disbudding is the process of 
removing all but one bud from the tip of a 
branch.  You should never leave two or more 
flower buds side by side if you want big, 
beautiful flowers.  Plants have only so much 
energy for each bud, and if there are too 
many, none of the buds may open completely.  
You may also want to remove interior buds 
from a branch, as these will also take energy 
from the terminal bud.  Some growers even 
take single buds from some branch tips so the 
plant's energy will be directed to even fewer 
buds.  If you have ever wondered how some 
growers consistently have larger flowers, this is 
the reason.  Don't be shy about removing 
buds. 
 

GIBBING:  Gibbing is the process of removing 
the growth bud next to a flower bud and 
filling the "cup" with a drop of gibberellic acid.  
This causes the remaining flower bud to swell 
and bloom much earlier than it normally 
would, and in most cases the flower is much 
larger.  Start gibbing around Labor Day, and 
treat several buds on large bushes at weekly 
intervals.  Don't gib more than one or two 
buds on small bushes, if at all.  You can 
order a gib on the web; just Google Pro Gibb. 
 
SPRAYING: Spider mites and scale insects are 
still a problem at this time a year, so keep a 
close eye out for them.  Spider mites cause 
the leaf to appear bronze, particularly along 
the central rib, and can ruin the look of the 
foliage.  Scale insects can be seen on the 
lower surface of leaves and result in yellowing 
and dropping of the leaves.  You can spray 
with Orthene (or other chemical) to control 
 
 

(continued in the next column) 

SUMMER AND EARLY FALL 
 
 

mites.  Insecticidal oil (such as Ultra Fine) 
kills mites and scales but be sure to coat 
both sides of the leaves, and do not spray 
during hot temperatures.  Check with local 
camellia growers for other spraying tips and 
to find out what they spray with to control 
these insects. 
 
COLLECTING AND PLANTING SEEDS:  Some of 
your camellia seeds have probably already 
matured, but you can continue to collect and 
plant fresh seed through September.  Place 
the seeds immediately in moist vermiculite or 
other soilless mix, and cover with plastic 
wrap until they sprout, at which time you can 
plant them in pots. 
 
PLANTING:  Potted camellias can be planted 
at any time of the year, but remember to 
water at least twice a week.  Be sure to 
plant them above the soil level to allow for 
settling.  Never plant a camellia at a level 
lower than it is growing in the pot. 
 
WATERING:  It is very important to water 
regularly during any dry periods.  Camellias 
should receive a deep watering (1 inch) once 
a week.  This is true year-round, but is more 
crucial during dry periods. 
 
FERTILIZING:  You probably do not want to 
fertilize after the end of August or very 
beginning of September, as you do not want 
to encourage plant growth at this time of 
year.  You can use any fertilizer up until this 
time, but if you fertilize after September, you 
should use only a very low nitrogen fertilizer, 
and fertilize lightly.  Be sure to spread the 
fertilizer out to the drip line. 
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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2015 MEETING 

Marge Hendon, Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING ACS COOPERATIVE SHOWS AND EVENTS IN 2015  

 
PERRY, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 10/17/2015, at Georgia National Fair, Miller-Murphy-Howard 

Building, 401 Larry Walker Parkway, Sandra Williams, (478) 836-4249, dscm@pstel.net 

 

BYRON, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 11/14/2015, at Byron Municipal Complex, 401 Main Street, 

Tommy Alden, (478) 825-1337, tommy@countylinenursery.com  

 

VALDOSTA, GA.  There will be no camellia show in Valdosta this year. 
 

PENSACOLA, FL, Pensacola Camellia Club, 12/12/2015, at First Baptist Church, 500 North Palafox Street, Skip 

Vogelsang, (850) 776-7951, lbv3rd@gmail.com 

President Patrick Andrews called the first meeting of 

the OCS to order at 7:05.  There were twenty-eight 

members in attendance.  The meeting was held at the 

Coldwell Banker/Ellison Reality Building, 2226 E. 

Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala Fl. Our speaker, Eileen 

Hart, Tampa, spoke on the basics of growing camellias. 

The minutes to the March 5, 2015 OCS meeting were 

corrected, our show date is January 30, 2015, and 

approved. 
 

New members:  Pat Hamblin, Janice Ray, and Nancy 

Young were introduced. 
 

Patrick announced that Donna and Charles Nichols’ 

son, Bryan, was in a serious car accident and is in ICU, 

so they would be unable to attend meeting.  Lillian 

Gordy passed away on 9/1/15.  A check will be sent to 

ACS in her memory.  
 

Our ending bank balance was $6,412.89. 
 

The secretary now has the most recent copy of the by-

laws and constitution of OCS. 
 

Committees were reviewed:  Annual Camellia Show, 

Patrick Andrews Chairman, Programs for meetings, Jill 

Reed Chairman, Membership Laura Perdomo 

Chairman, and there is a need for a finance committee 

Chairman. 
 

(Continued in the next column) 
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Special Committees:  Silver Springs State Park, Susan 

Dunn, Master Gardener Spring Festival, Don, Bob, and 

Laura will work on this committee. 

 

OCS gives a big “thank you”, to Bob, Zlata, and Marge, 

for September’s refreshments. 
 

OCS will have a cleanup day at Silver Springs State 

Park on September 26, 2015 and a Presentation Day on 

Oct. 17.  Patrick and Bob have donated trees to be 

planted within the camellia garden at SSSP.  All 

members and friends are invited to come and enjoy the 

park.  Any camellias planted at SSSP need to have 

historical significance. OCS members, Jim and Ester 

Smith, grew many of the plants that were originally 

planted at SSSP. 
 

Our 2015 show’s membership table won second place 

in ACS’s contest.  Thank you, Donna Nichols, for your 

photos which were placed on posters at table. 
 

Our October meeting will have us learning about a gem 

in the middle of UF’s health centers, Wilmot Gardens.  

Our guest speaker will be UF’s College of Medicine 

Dean, Craig Tisher. 
 

Patrick Andrews adjourned the meeting at 8:20. 
 

Our raffle of five camellia plants took in $100. 
 

Refreshments for October will be provided by:  Jill 

Fuller, Pat Hamblin, Ann Greenwood (drinks) 
 

mailto:dscm@pstel.net
mailto:tommy@countylinenursery.com
mailto:lbv3rd@gmail.com
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OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
The officers of the Executive Committee of the 
Ocala Camellia Society for 2015-2016 are: 
 
President:    Patrick Andrews, 352-595-3365 
 
Vice-President:  Jill Reed, 352-591-4343 
 
Secretary:    Marge Hendon, 352-625-3510 
 
Treasurer:    Laura Perdomo, 352-625-6467 
 
Directors:    Madeline Braisted, 352-854-6500 
       Charlotte Bunyan, 352-624-3022 
   Susan Dunn, 352-694-4461 
   Charles Nichols, 352-694-2973 
       Zlata Sabo, 352-237-5537 
       Bob Weidman, 352-595-3365 

 

 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 

The Ocala Camellia Society meets on the first 
Thursday of each month, September through March, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Coldwell Banker/Ellison Realty 
Building located at 2226 E. Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, 
Marion County, Florida. Members, friends, and 
interested gardeners from the general public are 
invited to attend.  Members are encouraged to bring 
friends. 
 
      October 1, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      November 5, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      December 3, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      January 7, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
      January 30, 2016, Ocala Golf Club  
  (Note that the show is one week later than 
  usual to avoid a conflict with the ACS 
  Convention in Charleston 
      February 4, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
      March 3, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015-2016 
 
The Ocala Camellia Society is a local society, affiliated with the American Camellia Society, whose 
members meet the first Thursday night of the month, September through March, and presents an annual 
camellia show during January.  The monthly meetings are devoted to various cultural aspects of camellias.  
Annual dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for couples.  Dues are collected in September for the 
camellia season.  Please complete the application below for membership in the Ocala Camellia Society. 
 
OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 Single Membership    (   )   $10.00 
 Couple Membership   (   )   $15.00 
 Corporate Membership   (   )   $50.00 
 
 Total Enclosed               $___________                   
 

Date of Application  _________________________ 

Name:   Mr. ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Ms./Mrs.  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _________________ Zip Code _________ 

Telephone Number:  Home  (    )     -               Cell  (    )     -              

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

    
Please make your check payable to OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY and send to:  Laura Perdomo, Treasurer, 
Ocala Camellia Society, 11960 NE 52nd Place Road Silver Springs, FL 34488. 
 



 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 

 
Patrick Andrews, Editor                    WELCOME BACK!                       SEPTEMBER 2015                

 
 

 

 

  
FIRST MEETING OF THE SEASON 

SET FOR THURSDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 3, 2015 

 
The first meeting of the Ocala Camellia 
Society 2015-2016 season will be on 
Thursday, September 3, 2015, at our new 
location:  the Coldwell Banker/Ellison Realty 
Building at 2226 E. Silver Springs Blvd. in 
Ocala.   
 
Light refreshments will be served at 6:30, 
and the meeting will begin at 7:00.  Vice-
President and Program Chair Jill Reed has 
arranged for Eileen Hart, from Tampa, to 
come speak to us about the basics of 
growing camellias.  You won’t want to miss 
this!  We will conclude the meeting with an 
auction of five beautiful camellias:  Elegans 
Supreme, Royal Velvet, Silver Triumph, C.M. 
Gordy (named for the late local camellia 
grower extraordinaire and friend to many of 
us), and Lady Van Sittart. 
 
 

SILVER SPRINGS STATE PARK 
 

As cooler weather arrives we will 
continue working on the camellia garden 
at Silver Springs State Park.  We still 
have a few camellias to plant in the 
garden, as well as other complementary 
plants.  Bob Weidman and I have a nice 
specimen of the new “Jim Smith” 
camellia to plant, which will join the 
“Esther Smith” already in the garden.  
Jim gave so much to the camellia 
community.  We will also be working with 
park officials to procure a sign and a 
bench for the camellia garden. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

By Patrick Andrews 
 
It has been a beautiful summer, with plenty 
of rain and sunshine to help our camellias 
grow.  Most people are reporting bigger than 
usual buds, and more of them.  Many people 
are reporting that their sasanquas are 
already blooming, as are some of the early 
blooming japonicas, such as Arajishi. 
 
I am honored to be your president for the 
upcoming season.  It’s always a pleasure to 
be with all of the good friends I have made 
over the years to talk about camellia 
gardening and other common interests. 
 
I want to encourage everyone to bring a 
friend or two to our meetings.  They will love 
it, and we would love to have more 
gardening friends.  Remember when you 
invite them to tell them that we welcome 
everyone, from beginners to experts.  When it 
comes to appreciating flowers, no one is any 
better at it than anyone else. 
 
By inviting friends and increasing our 
membership we ensure that our club will 
continue to be vibrant.  Some clubs around 
the country have become inactive, mainly 
because the membership did not actively 
recruit new members.  To further our efforts 
in recruiting new members, I will have some 
ideas at the upcoming meeting, and I ask 
that you come with some ideas to share as 
well. 
 
I hope everyone will show up at this first 
meeting of the season.  See you there!  
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SOME NEW CAMELLIA REGISTRATIONS 
FROM LILLIAN GORDY 

 

Lillian has been busy this year, registering flowers for herself and others.  Two that come to mind 
are the beautiful red flower she named in honor of local camellia grower and nurseryman Jim 
Smith.  Another is a beautiful little flower she gave to her long-time friend, Jim Smelley, to name, 
and he chose Burgundy Rose.  
 
                                       JIM SMITH                                                                       BURGUNDY ROSE 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CAMELLIA GARDEN AT 
SILVER SPRINGS STATE PARK 
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     CAMELLIA CULTURE -- LATE 
 
 
DISBUDDING:  Disbudding is the process of 
removing all but one bud from the tip of a 
branch.  You should never leave two or more 
flower buds side by side if you want big, 
beautiful flowers.  Plants have only so much 
energy for each bud, and if there are too 
many, none of the buds may open completely.  
You may also want to remove interior buds 
from a branch, as these will also take energy 
from the terminal bud.  Some growers even 
take single buds from some branch tips so the 
plant's energy will be directed to even fewer 
buds.  If you have ever wondered how some 
growers consistently have larger flowers, this is 
the reason.  Don't be shy about removing 
buds. 
 

GIBBING:  Gibbing is the process of removing 
the growth bud next to a flower bud and 
filling the "cup" with a drop of gibberellic acid.  
This causes the remaining flower bud to swell 
and bloom much earlier than it normally 
would, and in most cases the flower is much 
larger.  Start gibbing around Labor Day, and 
treat several buds on large bushes at weekly 
intervals.  Don't gib more than one or two 
buds on small bushes, if at all.  You can 
order a gib on the web; just Google Pro Gibb. 
 
SPRAYING: Spider mites and scale insects are 
still a problem at this time a year, so keep a 
close eye out for them.  Spider mites cause 
the leaf to appear bronze, particularly along 
the central rib, and can ruin the look of the 
foliage.  Scale insects can be seen on the 
lower surface of leaves and result in yellowing 
and dropping of the leaves.  You can spray 
with Orthene (or other chemical) to control 
 
 

(continued in the next column) 

SUMMER AND EARLY FALL 
 
 

mites.  Insecticidal oil (such as Ultra Fine) 
kills mites and scales but be sure to coat 
both sides of the leaves, and do not spray 
during hot temperatures.  Check with local 
camellia growers for other spraying tips and 
to find out what they spray with to control 
these insects. 
 
COLLECTING AND PLANTING SEEDS:  Some of 
your camellia seeds have probably already 
matured, but you can continue to collect and 
plant fresh seed through September.  Place 
the seeds immediately in moist vermiculite or 
other soilless mix, and cover with plastic 
wrap until they sprout, at which time you can 
plant them in pots. 
 
PLANTING:  Potted camellias can be planted 
at any time of the year, but remember to 
water at least twice a week.  Be sure to 
plant them above the soil level to allow for 
settling.  Never plant a camellia at a level 
lower than it is growing in the pot. 
 
WATERING:  It is very important to water 
regularly during any dry periods.  Camellias 
should receive a deep watering (1 inch) once 
a week.  This is true year-round, but is more 
crucial during dry periods. 
 
FERTILIZING:  You probably do not want to 
fertilize after the end of August or very 
beginning of September, as you do not want 
to encourage plant growth at this time of 
year.  You can use any fertilizer up until this 
time, but if you fertilize after September, you 
should use only a very low nitrogen fertilizer, 
and fertilize lightly.  Be sure to spread the 
fertilizer out to the drip line. 
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2015 MEETING  
by Donna DiSclafani, Acting Secretary 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm on March 5, 2015 by President Susan Dunn.  Guests Judy and Phil Powell and Linda 
Vaughn were introduced and welcomed. 
 

Minutes of February meeting were approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Laura Perdomo 
 

1. Last month’s balance $6887.82. 
2. Made $83.00 in auction. 
3. Added $20.00 in additional award money. 
4. Dues--‐ $25.00. 
5. Raffle--‐ $15.00. 
6. Paid speaker $50.00 
7. Ending balance of $6490.82 
8. A profit for the January show of $111.85 
 

Old Business: 
 

1. Thank you to Patrick for the newsletter every month and for the picture from the January Show. Thanks also to Donna 
Nichols for the Show pictures. 
 

2. A nice day was had at Silver Springs sprucing up the camellia bed there. It is really beginning to look nice; thanks to Jill Reed 
for taking the pictures. $500.00 has been approved for an informational sign for the camellia bed at the park. It is on hold until 
the park gets official approval for its installation. 
 

3. Master Gardener’s Spring Festival is on March 14th and 15th. Several members have signed up to work at the Camellia Table. 
The focus will be to attract new members as well as educate the public about camellias. More ACS brochures are needed for 
the table. The sign--‐up sheet was passed around as a reminder to those who have volunteered. 
 

4. Review of Nominating Committee’s Slate of Officers for Vote: 
 

President--‐ Patrick Andrews; 
Vice--‐President--‐ Jill Reed; 
Secretary--‐ Marge Hendon; 
Treasurer--‐ Laura Perdomo; 
Directors--‐ Madelyn Braisted, Charles Nichols, Charlotte Bunyan, Susan Dunn, Bob Weidman, Zlata Sabo. 
 

The slate was elected by unanimous vote. 
 

5. Next year’s show will be held on March 30th, 2016 due to a conflict with the ACS Convention in Charleston on our normal 
show date.  It will again be held at the Golf Course for the same cost. 
 

New Business:   
 

1. An email was received from Celeste Richard, Executive Director of ACS.  It stated that an opportunity was available for 
Florida camellia societies to join in at the Epcot Show in April. There was not enough notice to organize the camellia clubs so 
ACS decided to cancel.  The ACS would like to plan for next year with the possibility of us attending. It may not be possible to 
have flowers to show but would be a good chance for education and good PR. 
 
2. Zlata asked if there was interest in presenting again at the Prestige 55 meetings. She will gather more information to share 
and if anyone is interested contact Zlata. 
 
Program: Bob and Patrick provided a demonstration on air layering camellias to make new plants identical to the original. A 
great program! 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm and was followed by the plant auction. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT by Laura Perdomo, Treasurer 
 

September 2015 Treasurer's Report 
   Laura Perdomo 
   Starting Balance: $6940.82 
   Reporting on what happened in March and 

summer 
   Read at the meeting in September 
   

    
Description  In  Out 

Check 
Number 

From March Meeting:   
  Plant Auction  $70.00  
  Raffle  $25.00  
 

  
From Summer: 

   Storage Facility  
 

$559.68 181 
Patrick Andrews- printing reimbursement 

 
$43.25 182 

American Camellia Society- electronic 
membership 

 
$20.00 183 

    Totals   $95.00  $622.93 
       
 Ending Balance: $6412.89     
       
 Auction: 

   Happy Times  $22.00    
 Alcyone Ostberg   $12.00    
 Volcano  $11.00    
 Laura Claire  $13.00    
 Shibori Egao  $12.00    
 Total Raffle:  $70.00  

  
    Raffle: Tar Baby Variegated  $25.00  
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SOME GORGEOUS SASANQUA CAMELLIAS 

YOU WILL BE SEEING THIS FALL 
 

Sparkling Burgundy 
    

 
 

Double Rainbow 
 

 
 

UPCOMING ACS COOPERATIVE SHOWS AND EVENTS IN 2015  

 
PERRY, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 10/17/2015, at Georgia National Fair, Miller-Murphy-Howard 

Building, 401 Larry Walker Parkway, Sandra Williams, (478) 836-4249, dscm@pstel.net 

 

BYRON, GA, Middle Georgia Camellia Society, 11/14/2015, at Byron Municipal Complex, 401 Main Street, 

Tommy Alden, (478) 825-1337, tommy@countylinenursery.com  

 

VALDOSTA, GA, Valdosta Camellia & Garden Club, 12/5/2015, at First United Methodist Church, 220 North 

Patterson Street, Mark Crawford, (229) 460-5922, craw142@bellsouth.net 

 

PENSACOLA, FL, Pensacola Camellia Club, 12/12/2015, at First Baptist Church, 500 North Palafox Street, Skip 

Vogelsang, (850) 776-7951, lbv3rd@gmail.com 

mailto:dscm@pstel.net
mailto:tommy@countylinenursery.com
mailto:craw142@bellsouth.net
mailto:lbv3rd@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO62p4mVxMcCFYhaPgodeK4ALg&url=https://www.gardenerdirect.com/buy-plants-online/1009/New-Arrivals/Sparkling-Burgundy-Camellia-Sasanqua-Camellia-sasanqua-Sparkling-Burgundy&ei=GFbcVZr1Lsa2-QHjlDg&psig=AFQjCNEQ1pU0AOe8hjtXdNhSP37Ror_BoA&ust=1440589724823385
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCICX_ZyWxMcCFUM1PgoduD8Pzw&url=http://sazanka.org/tag/double-rainbow/&ei=VVfcVcCYKsPq-AG4_7z4DA&psig=AFQjCNGpyNFjjzyBRHhanHRUvRVDlyjw1A&ust=1440590036360880
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OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
The officers of the Executive Committee of the 
Ocala Camellia Society for 2015-2016 are: 
 
President:    Patrick Andrews, 352-595-3365 
 
Vice-President:  Jill Reed, 352-591-4343 
 
Secretary:    Marge Hendon, 352-625-3510 
 
Treasurer:    Laura Perdomo, 352-625-6467 
 
Directors:    Madeline Braisted, 352-854-6500 
       Charlotte Bunyan, 352-624-3022 
   Susan Dunn, 352-694-4461 
   Charles Nichols, 352-694-2973 
       Zlata Sabo, 352-237-5537 
       Bob Weidman, 352-595-3365 

 

 

OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 

The Ocala Camellia Society meets on the first 
Thursday of each month, September through March, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Coldwell Banker/Ellison Realty 
Building located at 2226 E. Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, 
Marion County, Florida. Members, friends, and 
interested gardeners from the general public are 
invited to attend.  Members are encouraged to bring 
friends. 
 
      September 3, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      October 1, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      November 5, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      December 3, 2015, Coldwell Banker Building 
      January 7, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
      January 30, 2016, Ocala Golf Club  
 (Note that the show is one week later than 
 usual to avoid a conflict with the ACS 
 Convention in Charleston 
       February 4, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
       March 3, 2016, Coldwell Banker Building 
 
The Coldwell Banker/Ellison Realty Building is located 
at 2226 E. Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, Florida. 
 OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015-2016 
 
The Ocala Camellia Society is a local society, affiliated with the American Camellia Society, whose 
members meet the first Thursday night of the month, September through March, and presents an annual 
camellia show during January.  The monthly meetings are devoted to various cultural aspects of camellias.  
Annual dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for couples.  Dues are collected in September for the 
camellia season.  Please complete the application below for membership in the Ocala Camellia Society. 
 
OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY 
 Single Membership    (   )   $10.00 
 Couple Membership   (   )   $15.00 
 Corporate Membership   (   )   $50.00 
 
 Total Enclosed               $___________                   
 

Date of Application  _________________________ 

Name:   Mr. ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Ms./Mrs.  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _________________ Zip Code _________ 

Telephone Number:  Home  (    )     -               Cell  (    )     -              

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

    
Please make your check payable to OCALA CAMELLIA SOCIETY and send to:  Laura Perdomo, Treasurer, 
Ocala Camellia Society, 11960 NE 52nd Place Road Silver Springs, FL 34488. 
 




